


October 2021 


When: 7p.m., Oct.. 20 
Where: Oakstone Academy 
900 Club Dr., Westerville 
Speaker: Gerald Tebben 
Topics: Coins on TV 


October presentation 


Celebrating the WRNG's 
Centennial Anniversary 


The Topic will be the 100th Anniversary of the 
Western Reserve Numismatic Club (WRNC). 


Despite official versions of how the thirdrd club on 
the ANA registry formed in 1938, 1941, 1946 and 
1958 Constitutions and bylaws, a two-year effort 
researching the history of the WRNC found them all to 
be incorrect. An obscure Dec. 12, 1941 letter from a 
founding member detailed the origins of the club. My 
presentation will detail this solved mystery and other 
interesting facts regarding the history of our sister club 
to the north. 


This history is reflected in a 2-year effort and publi- 
cation regarding the history of the club just published 
by Stephen Petty and Gino Sanfilippo. -- Stephen 
Petty 
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What’s so special about this coin? 
Read Bill Kamb’s report on Page 4 to find out. 


Show report 
Hi CONA Members, 


Dan Carroll and I hope to have the Draft of the show 
financial report ready to share with you at the up- 
coming meeting. We will also have the report on the 
contracts and payments received from the dealers for 
OSCS 2022. If you have questions or comments about 
the show, or suggestions for next year, please come 
prepared to share them at the meeting on October 20. 
Hope to see you there. 


Patty Cass, Bourse OSCS Co-Chair 


Club auction 
Send November lots to Steve Barnett - sbarnetS@ 
columbus.rr.com - by Nov. 8 


Raffle 

The coin for October raffle will be a 1991-D USO 
Uncirculated Silver Dollar. (Mint packaged). Tickets 
are $1 each; 6 for $5; 13 for $10. 

Fall is upon us and the November ‘extras raffle’ is 
too! For November, when you purchase $5 in tick- 
ets, you will receive a second single ticket which will 
be for the secondary raffle prizes. There are a lot of 
goodies here! 

To make it even better, the main raffle prize 1s a 
small gold coin! So, plan on being at the November 
meeting! Details next month! -- Gary 


August winners 
Door prizes: Kevin T. - ND Clad dime 99% off- 
center, Spence S. - FDI 2002 Ohio State Quarter 
cover, Bruce S. - 1979P Souvenir Mint Set, Vern W. 


- FDI 1986 Liberty Half Dollar & Steve R. - 2004 
Guide to US Coins. 

Raffle: Vern W. 

Quiz: Steve B. 

50/50: Bill B. was not present, so the $280 pot rolls 
over 


Columbus Coin Show 
When: Oct. 17 - 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Where: Makoy Center, Hilliard 
Admission: CONA members get in free 


Secretary’s report 


President Spence S.called the meeting to order 
(@7:02 PM. Sergeant-at-Arms, Roger S., stated the 
attendance was 29 members with no guests. “Acting” 
Secretary, Chris P., read the minutes from the August 
meeting, and they were accepted “as read.” 


TREASURER’S REPORT (Jim H.): The start- 
ing bank balance (as of 8/1/21) was $43,227.19. With 
miscellaneous deposits of $63.50 minus an outlay of 
$134.00 to the post office, the ending bank balance (as 
of 8/31/21) was $43,156.69. Petty cash had a starting 
balance of $651.94. With increases of $12.55 from 
the August auction & $66.00 from the 50-50, the total 
petty cash came to $730.49. After payments of $20.00 
for door prizes & $145.51 for the picnic, the ending 
petty cash balance was $564.98. Jim verified that the 
picnic auction took in $234.50, but also advised that 
after reimbursements of $524.01, the net cost came to 
$289.51. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT (Spence S.): As before, 
Spence is still seeking a volunteer to take over the 
Secretary position. Spence then gave a special thanks 
to everyone who took part in the OSCS. 


COMMITTEE REPORTS: 


OSCS - Both Patty Cass & Dan Carroll gave a big 
“THANK YOU!” to all the club members who made 
this year’s show successful. Patty then advised she 
has 30+ contracts already for next year, & states that 
attendance (with 50 workers/attendees) was about 430. 
She also acknowledged that suggestions for 2022 are 
appreciated. 


Membership Report - As Garlene was unable to 


attend, Spence read the names of 3 new applicants - 
Kerry S., Jeff G., & Craig B. - and they were voted in. 


Awards - Geoff G. reported on the winners of the 
OSCS raffle > 9 of 11 prizes went to club members, & 
advised 150 of 152 books had been sold, which netted 
$1,414.45. 


OTHER BUSINESS: 


Show and Tell - Geoff G. shared the two “Odd & 
Curious” items he bought at the OSCS (tiger claws + 
casting tree), Chris P. passed around a 1952(AH1371) 
Yemen 1/40 riyal, Gerry Tebben presented a 1788 
Barbados penny, John Roberts showed a Peace dollar, 
Gary H. talked about the 1862 Summit County frac- 
tional notes he’d found, & Bruce S.had a bound copy 
of Harper’s from 1863. --“Acting” Secretary Chris P. 


Hilltop auction 
When: Oct. 26, (5:30 p.m. lot viewing) 
Where: Grove City Coin, 2655 Columbus St. 
Speakers 
November: Jim Belt, Currency 
December: Christmas banquet 
Speakers needed for 2022 
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The Thrill of the Hunt 
Collecting Jefferson Nickels 


By Bill Kamb 


I was pleasantly surprised in the summer of 2019 when our daugh- 
ter, who lives in Atlanta with her family, announced that our grandson, 
Easton, might be interested in coin collecting. He was 6 years old at the 
time. When we went there for Thanksgiving, I brought some Whitman 
penny and nickel books and got a few rolls of each from a bank for us 
to search. We had a great time and it brought back memories of when I 
started collecting as a kid in the late ‘50s. However, I think I had a bet- 
ter time than he did. Before we left, I wrote down which coins he still 
needed and started searching soon after we got home. 


I went through two Quaker Oats boxes of change that we had accumu- 
lated over the years and when I mentioned this to a friend, he gave me 
two containers of his to go through. 


Then I started roll searching from banks. First I did pennies for a 
while, then nickels, then pennies again. After a couple of months, I 
decided to concentrate on nickels, because I thought there might be a . 
possibility of completing the set of Jeffersons or at least coming close. } " 


In the beginning I was trading $40 - $60 worth of nickels at a time at Bill Kamb 
different banks, but it quickly became a box which holds $100, then two 
boxes, then three, and finally four boxes. I was hooked. Most banks have $100 worth of nickels, but not all and 
some have as many as four or five boxes. 





Occasionally I would mail my findings to our daughter and ask her to mix the coins in her change for our bud- 
ding collector to find. 


There are supposed to be 40 nickels in a roll but I learned that this varies, both in bank-wrapped rolls as well 
as in customer-wrapped rolls. Bank-wrapped rolls have the coins exposed at both ends, whereas customer- 
wrapped rolls have one or usually both ends folded over. 


I've found bank-wrapped rolls with 39 nickels, 39 plus a penny or a dime, and with 41. I've found customer- 
wrapped rolls with a low count of 35 and a high count of 43! Thirty-nine is common, as is 39 plus a penny or a 
dime and 41. I've also found 38 plus 2 dimes and 41 plus a dime! 


In my search I've also found 35 buffalo nickels with four digits, 6 Barber nickels, 27 proofs, 155 war nickels, 
some beautifully toned nickels (mostly golds but a few blues), a few errors, original uncirculated rolls going 
back to the ‘60s, foreign coins from 34 countries, and 3 washers. 


I also found many so-called "black beauties" - every date and mint mark in the '70s, '80s, and '90s and many 
before and after. I started saving them but gave up after a while as circulated black beauties aren't beautiful at 
all. The theory is black beauties are created during the annealing process if the planchets are heated too much. 
The annealing process softens the planchets, which makes the dies last longer. 


In addition, I was looking for early date, "full step" nickels which by definition have the steps of Monticello 
fully struck for their full length and with no bag marks on the steps. As I searched over 400,000 nickels and only 
found one, a 1964-D, I can truly say that they are rare and worth a premium. 


Jefferson obverses 


1938 - 2004 








2006 to date 


As I had never collected nickels, I had no idea how elusive the key dates would be. A couple of friends who 
had collected them, told me that they had to buy the 1950-D but that was all I had to go on. 


There are three books (Whitman) now that comprise a Jefferson nickel set. Book #1 goes from 1938 through 
1961, book #2 from 1962 through 1995 and book #3 from 1996 to date. Books 2 and 3 were easy to fill except 
for the 2009-P and D coins. I searched over $500 worth of nickels before I found those two and consequently, 


have saved every one I've found since. 


These two nickels have mintages of around 40 million each, whereas other contemporary nickels have mint- 


ages in the hundreds of millions. 


By the time I had searched $2,000 worth of nickels, I still needed 10 more, all in book #1. Above the $2,000 
mark, I was lucky to add a new nickel every $500 or so and then it became a new one every $2,000 or $3,000 
worth. At the $10,000 level, I still needed three more: 1939-D, 1943-D and 1945-D, a real sleeper. 


Nickels with a mintage 
of less than 10 million 
Date Mintage 
in Millions 
1838D 2.4 
18385 4.1 
1839D 3.9 
1839S 6.6 
19493 7 
1850 9.8 
1950D 2.6 
19515 7.8 
1955 iz) 
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“War Nickels 
35% silver, 56% copper, 9% manganese 





Mintage # Found 
in Millions 
5s 
33 
lh 

16 
104 
119 
a2 
ae 
a7 
119 
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To keep from get- 
ting bored, I kept 
track of each differ- 
ent nickel I found in 
each box that would 
fit into book #1. 
Recording like this 
gives one an idea 
of the relative scar- 
city of the key dates. 
Book #lhas 65 coins 
in it and 40 or so of 
those are fairly com- 
mon. My average 
per box that would | - : 
fit into book #1 is 17 Bi found only one 1943-D nickel and he had to search $21,100 in nickels to find it. 
but I've had a low of 
4 and a high of 33. The latter was due to an accumulation that was dumped. In that box there were a few rolls 
from the ‘40s and ‘50s including 18 war nickels! 





War nickels were issued from 1942 — 1945, have a large mint mark over Monticello, and have been pulled 
from circulation since the ‘60s because of their silver content. 


At the $11,000 level, I finally found the 1939-D and at the $14,000 mark, the 1945-D. It took over $21,100 
worth of searching to complete the set by finding the 1943-D. When I turned the nickel over and saw the large 
D on the reverse, I had the same feeling as when I added a $1,000 rarity to my primary collection - elation. I 
learned that it's not how much one spends on a collection; it's the thrill of the hunt that gives satisfaction. 


When I completed the set, I was two coins short of a second set - the 1939-D and the 1943-D. It's amazing to 
think that you can buy these elusive coins anywhere for a couple of dollars each. 


As I was putting together the set, I was continually upgrading and wound up with an uncirculated set going 
back to 1956 with several uncirculated early coins including: 1938 P, D, S, 1939, 40, 41, 46, 50-D, and 53-D. 
In addition to these uncirculated nickels in book #1, I found over 20 more in EF or AU condition. 


My search took me to over 150 bank branches of four different banks within a 60-mile radius of Columbus, 
Ohio, where we live. The bank tellers were always cooperative, as they were used to dealing with collectors. 
They told me that nickels were the slowest moving denomination and for that reason, I waited three or four 
months before returning to the same bank. I marked my boxes with an “X” and only once got one of my boxes 
back, which I traded at the next bank. 


Of over 200 boxes that I searched, I only received five or six that were brand new nickels, which I traded at 
the next bank. Before traveling 20 or 30 miles, I went on Google Maps and found a cluster of banks to assure 
that I'd be successful in trading multiple boxes. 


I always asked the tellers if they had other collectors that frequented their bank and learned that there was 
only one other collector searching for nickels in central Ohio but that many others were looking for quarters, 
halves, and dollars and a few were doing pennies. 


This search took about 15 months and I learned a lot. I highly recommend collecting from circulation as 
completion is possible with time and patience, finding high grade coins is possible, and all 1t costs is the face 
value of the coin, which you can always spend. 


Now | have to start another quest, possibly taking up pennies again. 


Lg 
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A Numismatic Noel 
Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Hentage Golf Club 
3525 Heritage Club Drive 
Hillard, OW 43026 
Cash Bar will open at 6:00 p.m. with an International Cheese & Fruit 
‘Display and the Buffet Dinner will begin at 7:00 p.m. 
SALAD: (1) House Salad with Assorted Dressings 
(2) Caesar Salad 
MAIN DISH: (1) Sliced Soy-Ginger Marinated Flank Steak with Asian 
Denu-Gloss, (2) Chicken Picatta with Lemon Butter Sauce, Capers, ef 
Tomatoes, and (3) Panko Tarragon Crusted Scottish Salmon with Red 
Wine Demi-Glace 
SIDES: Twice Baked Potatoes, Broccoli with Hollandaise, and an 
Assortment of Freshly Baked Rolls with Butter 
DESSERT: Vanilla Creme Brulé with Fresh Berries 
Chocolate Lava Cake with Créme Anglaise 
Freshly Brewed Coffee and Deca iffeinated Coffee, Assorted Hot Teas, 
‘Brewed Iced Tea, and Lemonade 


$10.00 Members — $40.00 Non-members 
Please RSVP A.S.A.P.: Lexa Petty by cell phone: (614) 657-2963, 
work; (754) 220-8844, by e-mail: £:Petty@eesgroup.us 


NOTE, If you are a Vegetarian or have special needs, a special dish can 
be made for you. Please contact Lexa for further information, 











Join Our 


We are looking tar compassionate anc 

Irigndly people lo yom our volumbeer learn this 
Jpcaming tax season. Vell crovide the training 
and support to help you learn new skills. Tre 
Cragin has in-parson ena virtual volunboor 
opportunities. 

















AARP Foundation fax-Arde 
ey provides free tax-filing help 
Ae to fhose who need if mast. 


Join our team today! 


Apoly at 
aarpfoundatoan.ord/taxaide 
orcall 7-888-227-7669 





AARP Foundation 


Fore future without senior poverky. 
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